
M  any of us travel ñhomeò for the holidays  
or share our home with those we love. We spend 

our time with friends and family, gathering with 

loved ones to celebrate the passing year and the 

abundance of blessings weôve enjoyed.   

The holidays are a time of celebration  

and new beginnings!    

The same rings true at the ñhomeò of many of 

Northern Michiganôs homeless cats and dogsð 

The Huron Humane Society.   

In spite of the many sad stories both told and those 

yet to be known; The Huron Humane Society IS a 

new beginning for so many pets and families alike.   

 

Blaine, Gail, Heather, Katlyn, Matt, Natalie, 

Stephanie and Tina are the foundation holding   

togetherðthe ñlast stopò and most times the 

ñrefuge from homelessnessò for many of the      

forgotten, the castoffs, the throw-aways and the 

(yes itôs true) unloved cats and dogs of Northern 

Michigan.  

If you are a pet owner  you have probably caught 

yourself staring into your aging pets eyes and       

feeling saddened.  Or maybe ignoring his limp as 

he runs to the door to greet you as he has for many 

years; but always remembering the day you fell in 

loveé. 

We live these moments with our aging pets while in 

fear of the day they may have to leave us. And for 

the homeless animals and those giving refuge to 

them, the HHS is a very similar environment. 

 

 

 

 

 

The holidays can be a time of great joy for many pet 

owners alike; but for someé also a time of great   

sadness.  The animal caregiverôs at the HHS are like 

pet owners with many many furry children to care for 

and loveé unconditionally.  

The stockings filled with cat treats, dog bones and 

catnip make us smile. The holiday grooming scarves 

and bows they return with sometimes make everyone 

giggle a littleðbut for those of us remembering a 

faithful friend that we may have lost along the way, 

the holidays can be a time of reminiscing.  Former pet 

owners, current pet owners and HHS Staffðyou have 

many to remember and even more to rejoice for this 

holiday season! 

However, not forgottené The ones we have lost or  

had a limited time with leave behind memories that 

will live on in our hearts for the rest of our lives. For 

that, we can rejoice and celebrate.  

 

The staff, volunteers and board of directors are      

excited to get our Holiday Newsletter to your door, so 

we can tell you all about 2011 and our hopes for the 

coming year! 

So please take a seat, snuggle up with your furry 

friends or memories thereof and enjoy the Holiday 

Edition of our 2011 Newsletter.   

May this Holiday Season bring you Joy and  

Happiness!  

And may the paws that have touched our lives never 

be forgotten. 

Happy Holidays to you and yours,  

~ The Huron Humane Society  
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T he HHS isnôt the only thing thatôs getting a 
face lift this year. The 2012 Peopleôs Pets Calendar 

has a fresh look and a whole new group of supporters 

and partners that have helped to make our 2012      

Calendar an AMAZING success.   

   

HHS Board VPðJessica Hatch had a vision to make 

this years calendar a gleaming success, and weôre not 

surprised that she has went above and beyond to do 

exactly that!  Between managing her family business 

at Take 5 Deli, working on the HHS website, updating 

Facebook, and many other activities; 

Jessica, with the help of her husband Jamie and HHS 

Board President Lori Stephan has created a true work 

of art. Not to mention, the HHS is excited to offer our 

2012 Calendar at the lowest price everé.  

 

For just $10 you can support the Huron Humane    

Society this year and receive your very own 2012  

Peopleôs Pets Calendar.   

We all need to keep track of the days; scheduling   

appointments, vacations and everyday life can be   

monotonous.  But if youôre doing that with your 2012 

Huron Humane Society Calendarðyou wonôt be  

disappointed! This years calendar features a FRESH 

look, 12 contest winners and some of the best  

ñPet Momentsò caught on camera! 

 

 

Our Community Partners 

Foster Success at the HHS 

 Thank You  
Jessica, Jamie, Lori and ALL of our contest  

participants, business partners and those who  

voted in our 2012 Photo Contest!  

Calendars are available for purchase at:  

Take 5 Deli, Cash & Carry Feeds, The HHS, Real  

Estate One of Alpena and via the HHS website at 

www.huronhumanesociety.org 

Donôt waité. Get yours today 

Theyôre going fast! 

We Appreciate the Support of the 2012 Calendar  

Sponsors.  Show your support and thank the following 

local businesses for their support of  

The Huron Humane Society 

 

 ¶Alpena Agency  

¶The Good Life 

  Magazine   

¶Alpena Veterinary 

  Clinic  

¶Bannan Funeral Home 

¶Basic Black Salon 

¶Bolenz Jewelry 

¶Blue Phoenix Books 

¶My Glass Wings 

¶Cabin Creek Coffee  

¶Cash and Carry Feeds  

¶Citizens Bank  

¶EgiptianRoom- Casino 

¶Jeff Papin Contractor  

¶Joel's Guitar Shop 

¶Kadrich Family    

  Chiropractic 

¶Law office of Lora 

  Green 

¶Magnaloy 

¶McDonald Cabinetry 

¶McDonald Bros.                                                                         

Collision 

¶McWilliams Funeral 

  Home 

¶Micr/Ro 

¶Modern Tech Solutions 

¶Audio Video 

  Innovations 

¶Muddy Paws 

¶Myers' Fashions 

¶My Wife Makes Signs 

¶North Shore 

  Accounting 

¶Real Estate One  

  of Alpena 

¶Sports Unlimited 

¶Star Staffing 

¶Susan's Grooming 

¶Switzer Veterinary 

¶Take 5 Deli 

¶Thunder Bay Chrysler 

¶The Alpena News 
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Dear Huron Humane Society,  

This is Your Story 

 

 

 

O n July 24th, Emily was found lying in the 

middle of Ripley Blvd very exhausted, 

hungry, thirsty, andé  PREGNANT.   

Poor Emily; her hair was matted, she was very dirty 

and full of fleas.  We gave her a nice bath, fed her and 

set her up a bed in the office under Tinaôs desk so she 

would feel safe and secure.   

The next day, no one called or came for her, we were 

very surprised.  You see Emily is a Brussels Griffon, 

which is a very expensive breed of dog. How could 

no one be looking for her!? Emily seemed content in 

the office with us and we had already fallen in love 

with her so that was ñher new spot.ò 

About a week after Emily came in Donna came out to 

visit the shelter; she immediately wanted to know all 

about Emily.  She fell in love and Emily was placed 

on hold for her.  

On August 6th Emily went into labor. Because of her 

age, she had some complications and  Dr. Jack was 

called in to take a look at her.  Thankfully, after a 

long night all four pups were born -  two males and 

two females and Emily was doing fine!   

Donna called to check and see how Emily was doing 

at least twice a week, when the pups were six weeks 

old, we weened them, gave Emily her bed and dishes 

that her new mom had brought in.  Emily was 

groomed by Susan of Grooming by Susan. She was 

spayed and Donna picked her up to enter her new 

home and life.  Emily is now spending her time 

lounging around, traveling and being loved and 

spoiled.  We are all so happy for Emily, in our hearts 

we know that Emily came to the shelter for a rea-

soné That reason was to give and to receive love.  

~ Natalie Francis, Executive Director  
 

O 
 

 

 

ne of the best parts of caring for the     

shelter cats is witnessing a great outcome for the   

animals.  It feels good to see a cat transformed, when 

she began her life full of sickness and with no       

certainty of a good meal on any given dayðyet she 

may go home with a kind and loving person who I 

know will always protect and care for them.   

What I donôt like about working at the shelterðis the 

heartbreak.  When I try my best to help a cat or kitten 
recover and thené. We lose it anyway. When I take 

care of a sick animal I envision her feeling all better 

and becoming part of someone's family.             

Sometimesé this never happens. 

I donôt feel good when I think of the condition of the 

building.  I know we and the animals deserve better. I 

donôt understand why this is all we geté 

I feel frustrated on days when no volunteers or     

community service workers come, and I am the only 

one to care for the cats.  I know I will have to manage 

the stresses of the day on my own. And that makes for 

a very long, and tiring day.   

However, knowing that we are making improvements 

and trying very hard to rehabilitate the animals; While 

promoting the right things such as spaying/neutering, 

educating the public about animal behavior and the 

right way to treat animalsðhelps keep me at the  

shelter,  surviving the day-to-day. 

~ Heather Gleason  
 

I  love cats! And everyone knows it.  I began  

volunteering at the shelter in January of 2008.  

After about a month, Natalie (our director) asked me 

if I was looking for part-time work. I accepted her 

offer and have been here ever since!   

Each morning when I arrive at the shelter, I donôt 

know WHAT will be waiting.  Somedaysðit might 

be a box of kittens or perhaps a dog tied to the door 

knob.   

One cold morning in October 2009 will forever be 

etched in my mind.  There in the ditch, by our      

mailbox on Woodward Ave. lie a birdcage.  Inside the 

small birdcage someone had stuffed eleven cats! We 

carefully lifted the birdcage into a vehicle and brought 

them into the shelter building. 

Although extremely frightened, they all appeared to 

be healthy.  Theyôve adjusted well and almost all had 

found homes right away.  We named them so all of 

their names began with ñBò - but we typically  

referred to them asðThe Birdcage Cats.  

I am amazed and sadlyé. Almost never surprised at 

the neglect and abuse animals endure.  I do the best 

that I can to help care for the innocent and beautiful 

animals.   

When a kitten purrs and lets out a sigh as it falls 

asleep in my armsé. It makes me smile. 

~ Gail Romel -Robbins  

Dear Animals  of the Huron Humane Society é.                                                

These are the PAW Prints Youõve Left on our Hearts 
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 Many volunteer contributions at the HHS go unnoticed 

by the general public. We have so many volunteers that 

work selflessly to keep our Mission and Vision intact.  

But one  volunteer in particular, Tom Pelkey does 

thaté. And then some!  He keeps our walls, ceilings, 

windows and doors intact as well.   

 

Tom volunteers at the Huron Humane Society           

performing a variety of building maintenance tasks.  He 

serves on days-off, early mornings, after work, and even 

on Sundays!. 

 

 He is no stranger to hard work., managing operations at 

the Alpena Resource Recovery Facility on M-32 as his 

day jobé. while moonlighting and weekending at the 

HHS.    

 

Tom has contributed many hours into our renovation 

projects; but most recently he has spearheaded and   

managed the Barn-Project.   

 

 

The old catch-all, dirt-floor annex with the barn door 

coming off that is connected to our main warehouse is 

now our new stockroom with a concrete floor.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Weôve added lights and smaller doors for unloading sup-

plies from trucks. The barn has also been sealed from 

weather and animal pests who used to invade our food 

supplies.   

 

 

Itôs the first step in our complete remodel of the main 

warehouse into a new shelter facility and is needed in 

order to have a permanent place for supplies. 

The project was accomplished with monetary donations 

from local citizens and businesses alike.    

 

All of the work could not have been accomplished with-

out the volunteer labor from Al Woloczyk, Beverly 

Kreft( and son Daniel) and HHS Board Member Tom  

Pelkey -  all from the Alpena Resource Recovery Facil-

ity on M32, Alpena. 

Dear Volunteers,  

 You ARE  
The Huron Humane Society 
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A generous donation 

of concrete from 

L&S Concrete and 

excavation work 

from Tomôs Sand 

and Gravel were 

greatly appreciated 

and helped make 

bring the Barn-Project that much closer to completion.  

The siding, window and doors as well as some framing 

lumber were recycled from construction waste materials. 

 

We are in the process of completing a similar re-do of 

the main entrance to the old warehouse to enclose it  

before winter in order to start rough-in construction.  We 

are glad for donations of fiberglass and foam insulation, 

2x4 and 2x6 framing lumber, 12-2 wire and 3/4TG   

subflooring at this time.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Financial donations are of course appreciated.  However, 

if you are looking for some hard work or maybe you just 

like to get your hands dirtyé weôll take all of the help 

we can get. 

 

One of the hardest questions posed to us at the HHS is 

ñWhy isnôt your shelter state-of-the-art like such and 

suchéò To which we donôt know how to reply.  We 

ñrecycleò the funding that is so generously donated to 

the HHS in a manner that will allow us to keep our doors 

open.  Providing food, shelter and rehabilitation to the 

homeless pets of our area is and will always be our   

Mission.  We are living in the same economic crisis as 

the rest of northeastern Michigan, and count on the   

publicôs support to help us make these much needed 

renovations possible. 

 

With volunteer support, financial donations and people 

like Tom Pelkey working tirelessly to ensure that our 

renovation plans are constantly moving forward,       

State-of-the-Art or something close to it is a goal we can 

strive for!   

Thanks Tom, Volunteers and local businesses supporting 

this effort. 

Please consider a donation to the Huron Humane Society 

to assist with ongoing projects.   

We have seen a huge increase in the amount of stray 

animals this year, which is impacting our day-to-day 

operations.  Donations of any amount assist us in     

renovations such as the Barn Project so that we can more 

efficiently store supplies, food, etc. While also having an 

area for intakesðso we can keep strays separate from 

the healthy animal population until they have been medi-

cally evaluated.  Thank you for your support! 

~ The Animals of the Huron  

 Humane Society  

Dear Volunteers  

continued 
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Susan Ratz of Grooming By Susan has been a  

longtime supporter of the Huron Humane Society.  

Susan has assisted with many of the abandoned 

animals that have come to the shelter in need of 

some extra TLC.   

This year she has gone out of her way to help the 

HHS survive the Holiday lull of funding.  By       

organizing this exciting Holiday Basket Raffle. 

Local businesses have donated 3 pet baskets 

packed with goodies from your 4-legged friends list 

to Santa! Area businesses will have the baskets on 

display with tickets available for purchase. The 

drawing will be held for all three baskets on Fri. 

Dec 16th.  

Cat Basket 

Donated by: Real Estate One of Alpena 

Value: $75 

This basket is full of everything your feline friend 

could wish for! An abundance of toys from 

squeaky mice to beautiful birds to addicting feath-

ered balls.  There are even toys for you to enjoy 

with your kitty, an adorable little snowman glove 

and lots of feathered, flashy toys on sticks. Don't 

forget about the treats! The staff at Real Estate One 

didn't! All this packed into a cute little tent hide-

away fit for even the most fussy of cats. 

Boy Dog Basket 

Donated by: Kadrich Family Chiropractic 

Value: $130 

If you've met the staff at Kadrich Family Chiro-

practic you know what dog lovers they are, and it 

shines through in their jam-packed basket!  

Your pooch will love to cuddle up in his cozy new 

soft crate, with blankie while he gnaws away on 

some new toys! Toys? Well of course, but since the 

Clubhouse crew is so fun loving they've stashed 

some go-go-go toys in their basket, a Chuck-it and 

water Kong are on the list. After a quick snack and 

drink from the food and water bowls you can take 

him for a long walk to test out his new leash! 

 

Girl Dog Basket 

Donated by: Grooming by Susan 

Value: $130 

Of course, coming from a grooming shop this basket 

includes some smell-goods for your Diva, after a bath 

with the Spa shampoo and a quick spritz of perfume 

your leading lady will be more than ready to settle 

down in her pink nesting bed and enjoy the 12"    

rawhide. After a snooze and a couple well-deserved 

treats from her new cookie jar she may want to play 

with the Kong Wobbler or her pink stuffed Tricera-

tops! If not feel free to take her on a walk anywhere 

she pleases and never be left with a mess now that 

she has a pink bone waste bag holder and refills!

You're probably wondering how you can get your 

hands on one of these baskets. Stop by at any of the 

weekly local businesses listed below to buy tickets. 

Tickets will also be on sale at the Huron Humane 

Society and Grooming by Susan for the length of the 

raffle. 

Tickets are $1 each or 6 for $5 

Mon Nov. 14th - Fri Nov 18th: Take 5 Deli  

Mon Nov. 21st - Fri Nov. 25th: Real Estate One  

Mon Nov. 28th - Fri Dec. 2nd: Kadrich Family  

Chiropractic 

Mon Dec. 5th - Fri Dec. 9th: Myers Fashion 

Mon Dec. 12- Fri Dec. 16th: Thunder Bay Chrysler 

Watch our Facebook page for upcoming locations! 

To Contact Grooming by Susan, Call (989)-590-2395 

  

Dear Santaé.. 
Grooming by Susan  

~a.k.a. Santa's Little Helper~ 

Delivers Your Petõs Wish List  
to the North Pole!  
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W orking at the shelter I see animals 

come and go on a daily basis. 

Seeing them go home is always 

bitter sweet. We take them in from gosh knows 

where; feed them, clean them, fall in love.  

Let me tell you My Love Story                        

Charlieôs Love Story 

Two years ago, an old, very mattedé Iôm talking 

hair to the floor, couldnôt see eyes, very dirty, 

brown cocker spaniel came through the shelter 

doors.  I couldnôt believe the neglect I saw. I had 

a difficult time believing this dog was just sitting 

on someoneôs porch ñstrayò when they got home. 

Of course thoughé  I took him in.  

With help, we shaved him down, scrubbed him 

up, gave him a huge beddie to sleep oné and I 

named the óol guy Charlie.  Charlie and I became 

inseparable.  All of us at the shelter decided he 

would be a ñshelter dogò, being as he was  

already over 10 years old;  AND he seemed to 

love his new surroundings anyhow!!  

I kept him by my side always at the shelter, or 

more I should say he followed me everywhere! 

In and out every door together é 

We formed a bond like none I have ever known.  

I would take him to a local care home to visit the 

residents. He would trot down those halls and say 

hello to everyone.  

 

He seemed to know he was wanted and loved 

there.  Everyone would squeal Charlieôs here!! 

He would just shine.  

Over the past year, Charlie began to show his 

age. He became virtually blind, bumping into the 

shelter walls, breaking my heart every time he 

lost his way.  

He became a whopping 60 pounds and began to 

sleepé a lot. I discovered many lumps and 

bumps all over him. Inevitablyéit was decision 

time.  

Winter was fast approaching and I knew his   

arthritis would never hold up to the harsh days of 

winter on the cement floors of the shelter.  I 

made his appointment. I sadly counted the days 

till he was to go.                                                

The day before our appointment, I took him for a 

long car ride. I helped him into the car and put 

the windows down, he always loved his ears 

flapping in the breeze. I could tell he was        

enjoying it but also it was stressfuléhe could 

barely see so he was trying to look around and 

take it all in. We came back home and I brought 

him into the house and let him wander about  

rubbing his stinky self wherever he wanted to.     

I gave him tons of belly rubs, treats, whatever he 

wanted!  

The next day was our appointment. My eyes   

began to swell the moment I awoke. I took him 

out an hour before we were to go, gave him more 

belly rubs, I even cut a tuft of hair from his curly 

little head and placed it in a baggie for my safe 

keeping.  He stayed close in the car and I repeat-

edly told him what a good boy he was and how 

much I truly loved him.  

The time came and I placed his head in my 

armséthe injection began and he was gone    

before the vile was all the way in. I knew he was 

readyé. My Charlie Brown was gone.   

Charlie was cremated only by a generous        

donation from Tom Pelkey who wanted to do     

something for Charlie. I will be forever grateful 

to Charlie for his love and to Tom for his       

kindness.                                                          

Charlie now is back at the shelter in the office in 

his little urn. He will always be remembered and 

forever missed.  RIP Charles brown Dog. I loved 

you like no other.                                               

Thisé is My Love Story.  

òMy Love Storyó 
by Tina Rettie  

Dear Charlie...  
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Huron Humane Society  
PO Box 0733 
Alpena, MI 49707 -0733 
(989) 356-4794 
www.HuronHumaneSociety.org 

 
Hours Open to the Public: 
Monday Closed 
Tuesday 11:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Wednesday 11:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Thursday 11:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Friday 11:00 am - 4:30 pm 
Saturday 11:00 am - 3:00 pm 
Sunday Closed 
 

Board Members:  
Lori StephanðPresident 

Jessica HatchðVice President 

Gail FreemanðSecretary 

Shirley MischleyðTreasurer 

Deb WardðTrustee 

Tom PelkeyðTrustee 

Current Resident or  

 

Non-Profit Organization  

U.S. Postage  

PAID 

Alpena, MI  49707 

Permit No. 53 

Membership Renewal ðDonation Form  

 

Lifetime Family/Couple Voting Membershipéé. $150.00 

Lifetime Individual Voting Membershipéééé.. $100.00 

Family/Couple Voting Membership (Yearly)éé. $40.00 

Senior Voting Membership (Yearly)éééééé.                $20.00 

Individual Voting Membership (Yearly)éééé.. $25.00 

Student Voting Membership (Yearly)éééééé $10.00 

Do You Wish to Receive the Newsletter Electronically? Y  or   N 

If YESðPlease Supply your Email Address_______________________________________ 

Use ñDonate Nowò Button online at www.huronhumanesociety.org 

OR Send this form with your donation in the attached envelope. 

Name________________________________________________________________ 

Address______________________________________________________________ 

Phone________________________________________________________________ 

Email_________________________________________________________________ 

Please Specify the type and amount of membership dues or donation. 

New Membership________     Renewal_________    Donation Amt$___________ 

  

  

 

Save the Date 
The HHS Annual  

Anniversary Gala is  

coming up! 

Saturday, March 10th at  

The Holiday Inn  

of Alpena 

 

Live and Silent Auction, 

Prime Rib Dinner 

Tickets are limited so call 

today to reserve your seats 

989.356.4794 


